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English 492: Senior Honours Seminar  Term 2, W 2017  (3 credits)
Dr. Katherine Sirluck


“The Playhouse and the Bear Garden: Spectacles of Cruelty and Compassion in Early Modern England” 

     Generations of scholars have observed the repeated references to bear-baiting and to other “sports” involving animals in the plays of Shakespeare and his contemporaries.  Much has been made recently of the proximity of the bear-baiting house to the theatre: the most important bear garden was situated directly opposite the Globe playhouse on the south bank of the Thames.   To some degree, the two establishments must have shared an audience, and spectators would have brought the experience of one kind of  “entertainment” to their enjoyment of another.  This course seeks to explore the interconnections between these neighboring spectacles, both of which presented acts of cruelty, and to a greater or lesser degree generated compassionate responses.  On occasion, bear pits were used to stage theatrical productions, and conversely, bears were brought into the theatre.  The tragic theatre in particular includes elements that are not merely coterminous but interchangeable with the bear-baiting house.  This course seeks to explore questions of the ethos and pathos connected with both spaces of public entertainment, and to investigate how the Renaissance theatre developed in relation to its rough twin.
     The course will focus equally on changing ideas of humans and animals, on shifting paradigms governing their status and role, beginning in classical antiquity and moving forward through medieval Europe to England in the Renaissance.  To this end we will examine both theatrical texts and non-dramatic documents, from medieval bestiaries and legal reports to accounts of martyrdom and natural histories, observing the changes in cultural, scientific and literary representations of animals, and especially of animals suffering.  We will attempt to ascertain how some of these changes reflect or influence the possibility of inter-species and same-species empathy.

Primary Texts:
William Shakespeare, Richard III, King Lear, The Winter’s Tale
Ben Jonson, Volpone, Bartholomew Fair 
John Webster, The Duchess of Malfi

Secondary Texts:
Selections from Aristotle, De Anima, De Animalibus Historia;
selections from Bestiary, trans. & ed. Richard Barber, selections from The Book of Beasts, Being a Translation from a Latin Bestiary of the Twelfth Century,  ed. & trans. T. H. White; selections from the York Corpus Christi Plays; selections from Geoffrey Chaucer, “The Nun’s Priest’s Tale”; selections from John Foxe, Actes and Monuments; selections from Michel de Montaigne, Apology for Raimond Sebond; Margaret Cavendish, “The Hunting of the Hare”


Suggested Bibliography    (To be developed)
Giorgio Agamben, The Open, Man and Animal, trans. Kevin Attell (Stanford: Stanford   
     University Press, 2004)
Bruce Thomas Boehrer, Animal Characters: Nonhuman Beings in Early Modern 
     Literature (Philadelphia & Oxford, University of Pennsylvania Press, 2010)
Bernd Brunner, Bears: A Brief History, trans. Lori Lantz (New Haven: Yale University 
     Press, 2007)
Matt Cartmill, A View to Death in the Morning: Hunting and Nature Through History 
     (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1993)
S. P. Cerasano, “The Master of the Bears in Art and Enterprise”, Medieval and 
     Renaisssance Drama in England, 5 (1991)
Louise G. Clubb, “The Tragicomic Bear”, Comparative Literature Studies, 9 (1972)
Giles E. Dawson, “London’s Bull-Baiting and Bear-Baiting Arena in 1562”, 
     Shakespeare Quarterly, 15 (1964)
Erica Fudge, Brutal Reasoning: Animals, Rationality, and Humanity in Early Modern 
     England (Ithaca, NY & London: Cornell University press, 2006)
     Perceiving Animals: Humans and Beasts in Early Modern English Culture 
     (Houndsmills, Basingstoke: Macmillan, 2000)
Andrew Gurr, “Bears and Players: Philip Henslowe’s Double Acts”, Shakespeare 
     Bulletin, 22 (2004)
Andreas Höfele, Stage, Stake & Scaffold: Humans and Animals in Shakespeare’s 
     Theatre (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2011)
Gail Kern Paster, Humoring the Body: Emotions and the Shakespearean Stage    
     (Chicago and London: University of Chicago Press, 2004)
Emma Phipson, Animal Lore of Shakespeare’s Time (First publ. 1883; repr. 
     Cambridge University Press, 2015)
Keith Thomas, Man and the Natural World: Changing Attitudes in England 1500-1800 
     (London: Allan Lane, 1983)
Robert Weimann, Shakespeare and the Popular Tradition in the Theatre (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1978)
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ONLINE RESOURCES

online bestiary material: 
Many of these sites contain fascinating works of art depicting bears and other animals, often included in scenes of hunting, baiting, and domestic life.

http://bestiary.ca/beasts/beast171.htm

http://blogs.bl.uk/digitisedmanuscripts/2014/06/weird-and-wonderful-creatures-of-the-bestiary.html


T.E. White’s Translation of the Medieval Book of Beasts:

https://uwdc.library.wisc.edu/collections/histscitech/bestiary/

The Aberdeen Bestiary; Folio 15r – The Bear

https://www.abdn.ac.uk/bestiary/ms24/f15r

The Old English Physiologus (probably written in Alexandria before 140 B.C.) 3 short poems on the panther, the whale and the partridge, translated into Latin before 431.:

http://www.gutenberg.org/files/14529/14529-h/14529-h.htm

The British Library Bestiary site: Main entrance page –

https://www.bl.uk/catalogues/illuminatedmanuscripts/TourBestiaryEnglish.asp

British Library special page: The Bear licking her cub
https://www.bl.uk/catalogues/illuminatedmanuscripts/TourPopup.asp?TourID=510

Scholarship on medieval and Renaissance bestiary material:

http://www.camrax.com/symbol/bestiaryintro.php4

The Tudor Pattern Book (Bodleian page); Bear prepared for baiting –

http://bodley30.bodley.ox.ac.uk:8180/luna/servlet/detail/ODLodl~1~1~31041~107644:-The-Tudor-Pattern-Book-?qvq=q:Bear;lc:ODLodl~29~29,ODLodl~7~7,ODLodl~6~6,ODLodl~14~14,ODLodl~8~8,ODLodl~23~23,ODLodl~1~1,ODLodl~24~24&mi=16&trs=70

Bear suckling cubs:
http://bodley30.bodley.ox.ac.uk:8180/luna/servlet/detail/ODLodl~1~1~32950~116573:Oracula,-in-Greek,-with-Latin-trans?qvq=q:Bear;lc:ODLodl~29~29,ODLodl~7~7,ODLodl~6~6,ODLodl~14~14,ODLodl~8~8,ODLodl~23~23,ODLodl~1~1,ODLodl~24~24&mi=17&trs=70

Bear licking cub into shape:

http://bodley30.bodley.ox.ac.uk:8180/luna/servlet/detail/ODLodl~1~1~44037~116871:Bestiary-?qvq=q:Bear;lc:ODLodl~29~29,ODLodl~7~7,ODLodl~6~6,ODLodl~14~14,ODLodl~8~8,ODLodl~23~23,ODLodl~1~1,ODLodl~24~24&mi=36&trs=70

Woodwose (?) riding a bear:

http://bodley30.bodley.ox.ac.uk:8180/luna/servlet/detail/ODLodl~1~1~47428~125817:Historia-Alexandri-Magni-?qvq=q:Bear;lc:ODLodl~29~29,ODLodl~7~7,ODLodl~6~6,ODLodl~14~14,ODLodl~8~8,ODLodl~23~23,ODLodl~1~1,ODLodl~24~24&mi=47&trs=70

Chained bear struck by trainer:

http://bodley30.bodley.ox.ac.uk:8180/luna/servlet/detail/ODLodl~1~1~33469~107736:Romance-of-Alexander-?qvq=q:Bear;lc:ODLodl~29~29,ODLodl~7~7,ODLodl~6~6,ODLodl~14~14,ODLodl~8~8,ODLodl~23~23,ODLodl~1~1,ODLodl~24~24&mi=66&trs=70


Morgan Library: Every page of this 12th century English bestiary is worth looking at, but you can begin with A Bear licking three cubs -

http://ica.themorgan.org/manuscript/page/31/77019
 


Bestiaries and related sources:
Aelian, Historia Animalium  Zurich: 1586.  Translated by Conrad Gesner.
Albertus, Magnus, de animalibus  Lyons: Opera Omnia, 1621
Another German edition, illustrated, Frankfurt: 1545.
Aldrovandi, Ulisse Ornithologiae, hoc est de avibus histoeiae, libri XII  Bologna: 1599
------------------------<="" em=""> Bologna: 1600
------------------------<="" em=""> Bologna: 1603
Aneau and Gueroult, Decades de la description …des animaulx  Lyons: Arnoullet, 1549     
Anon, Il libro de la Natura de li animali  Mondovi: Berruerius, 1504
Issued in both Latin and Italian editions. Originally attributed to Albertus Magnus it is a probably a compilation of many medieval writers. Another edition  Savona: Berruerius, 1524. Only one copy is known of this edition. Second Latin edition with the original woodcuts
Anon, Les Dictz des Bestes et Aussi des Oyseaulx  Paris: Alain Lotrian, before September 1527

Anon, The Physiologus of St. Epiphanius 
Also 1587 and 1588 editions. Another edition in Greek-Latin with commentaries of Nicolas Caussin, Paris: 1618.
Aristotle, De animalibus Basel: Opera Omnia, 1548
------------------------Historia general de aves y animales Valencia: 1621
Bartholomeus, Anglicus Encyclopedia, Book XI on the animals  Toulouse: Fray Vicente de Burgos, 1494
Another edition in Latin, Augsburg: 1505; Another edition in English, trans. and annotation by J. Batman, London: 1571.
Belon, P. L’histoire de la nature des oyseauz  Paris: Corrozet, 1555
------------------------Portraits d'oyseaux, animaux, serpens, herbes, arbes, hommes et femmes Paris: Cavellat, 1557
Bochart, Samuel, Hierozoicon London: 1663
Camerarius, Joachim, Symbolorum & Emblematum Centuria 1590
(a Century of Symbols and Emblems)  This was actually a book of devices and Camerarius used the word symbol, device and emblem interchangeably. 
Caussin, Nicholas, De Symbolica Aegyptorum Sapienta 1618
(On the Symbolic Wisdom of the Egyptians) included the Physiologus
Chastel, Roger, and Paul Eluard, Bestiare   Paris: Maeght, 1949
de Cuba, Jean, Jardin de Santé
The second part of this book is a volucrary or book of birds.
Cortes, Jeronimo Libro y tratado de los animales Valencia: 1615
Dryden, John, The Hind and the Panther, 1687
Dyalogus, Creaturarum moralizatus Gerard, Leeu: Gouda, 1480     
Several later editions including one in the vernacular Dutch including the first book printed in Sweden by Snell in 1483.  Written in the late 14th century the author is unknown though two names have been suggested: Mayno de Mayneri and Nicholas Pergamen.
Another edition Antwerp: Jan van Doesborch, 1528
-----------Destructorium vitiorum ex similitudunum creaturarum Lyon: Nourry, 1509
Elliott, T. J., A Medieval Bestiary  Godine, 1971
Epiphanius,  Eis ton physiologin [greek] - Ad physiologum Rome: Zanetti & Ruffinelli, 1587
2nd ed in Antwerp: Plantin, 1588 Online Facsimile at University of Victoria
Faultrier, Jean Baptiste, Traitté general des oyseaux Paris: 1660
Ferrer de Valdecebro, Andrés, Gobiero general, moral y politico, hallado en las fieras y animales syvlestres Madrid: 1658
-----------------------Gobierno general, moral y politico, hallado en las aves añadido con las aves monstruosas Madrid: 1683
Frasconi, Antonio, A Literary Bestiary  Stinchour Press, 1996
Gesner, Conrad, Historia Animalium Zurich: Froschauer, 1551-1558, 1604, 1617-1620, 1669
English translation with modifications by Edward Topsell The History of four-footed Beasts London: 1607, 1658
------------------------Vogelbuch. Thierbuch. Fischbuch. 3 Werke in 1 Bd. Zurich: Froschauer, 1557
First editions in German, illustrated with c. 1,000 fine woodcuts.
Isadore of Seville, Etymologiae, Book XII on the animals  Madrid: Edito Optima, 1599
With commentaries by various authors.
Jonston, Jan, Historiae Naturalis De Avibus Libri VI  Frankfurt: 1650
Marcuello, Francesco, Historia natural y moral de las aves  Madrid: 1617
Nieremberg, J.E., Historia naturae, maxime peregrinae  Antwerp: 1635
Philes, Versus iambici de animalium proprietate, cum auctario  Heidelberg: Joachimi Camerarii, 1596
Pliny, Historia naturalis in Latin Venice: 1479, 1491, 1496 Treviso: 1479, 1483; In Italian Venice 1476, 1481.
------------------------ Naturalis Historia. Books XII on the animals Harduin, ed. Paris: 1685
Another edition in German with illutrations, Frankfurt: 1565; Another edition in Spanish, by Jerónimo de Huerta, Madrid: 1621.
Plutarch, Moralia: De solertia animalium c100AD
Reynard the Fox / Reinke de Vos / Speculum vitae aulicae (tr. Hartman Schopper) Frankfurt: Bassaeus, 1584
Latin version of the popular German beast epic narrating the adventures of Reynard the Fox.
Another edition Wolfenbuttel: Freytag, 1711
Another edition London: Brewster, 1701-1681-84. First edition of "The Shifts of Reynardine."
------------------------De sollertia animalum Greek-Latin, tr. by Guilielmus Xylander Basel: 1571
Another edition in Spanish by de Diego Gracián: Salamanca: 1571; Another ed. in French by Jacques Amyot, Paris: 1612; Another ed. in English by Philemon Holland, London: 1603 .
Ramirez de Carrion, Maravillas de naturaleza Cordoba: 1629
Schaller, Georg Ein neuw Thierbuch ... Folgendts gerissen durch J. 
     Amman Frankfurt: 1579  Another ed., Frankfurt: 1579.
Simson, Archibald Hieroglyphica animalium Edimburgo: 1622
Solinus, Rerum memorabilium Basel: 1543
Latin, with commentary by P. Olivares; Another edition in Spanish by Christóbal de las Casas, Seville: 1573.
Spenser Mother Hubbard’s Tale 1591
Ursin, Jean Prosopopeia animalium aliquot Vienne: Bonhomme, 1541

Werdmiller, Otho Similitudines ab omni animalium genere desumptae Zurich: 1555
Wilbur, Richard, and Alexa Calder A Bestiary New York: Pantheon, 1955
Wotton, Edward De differentiis animalium libri decem Paris: 1552


Scholarly sources related to bestiaries
Benton, Janetta Rebold, The Medieval Menagerie, Abbeville Press, New York, 1992.
Clark, Willene B., McMunn, Meradith T., Beasts and Birds of the Middle Ages: The Bestiary and its Legacy, University of Pennsylvania Press, Philadelphia, 1989.
Cook, Albert Stanburrough, and Pitman, James Hall, The Old English Physiologus, Yale University Press, New Haven, 1921.
Curley, Michael J., Physiologus, University of Texas Press, Texas, 1979.
Diekstra, F.N.M., "The Physiologus, The Bestiaries and Medieval Animal Lore," Neophilologus, v. 69 p. 142-55, Amsterdam, 1985.
Hays, H.R., Birds, Beasts, and Men: A Humanist History of Zoology, Penguin Books, Inc., Baltimore, 1973.
Henderson, Arnold Clayton, "Medieval Beasts and Modern Cages: The Making of Meaning in Fables and Bestiaries," Publications of the Modern Languages Association of America, v. 97 p. 40-49, New York, 1982.
Hermannsson, Halldor, The Icelandic Physiologus, Cornell University Press, New York, 1938.
McCullough, Florence, Medieval Latin and French Bestiaries, University of North Carolina Press, Chapel Hill, 1962.
Mermier, Guy R., Le Bestiaire de Pierre Beauvais, A. G. Nizet, Paris, 1977.
Randall Jr., Richard H., A Cloisters Bestiary, Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, 1960.
Roberts, Lawrence D., Approaches to Nature in the Middle Ages, Medieval and Renaissance Texts and Studies, v. 16, New York, 1982.
Yapp, W.B., "A New Look at English Bestiaries," Medieum Aevum, v. 54 p. 1-19, Oxford, 1985.


